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OPPORTUNITY – YOU ARE INVITED!

Beginning this evening, September 7, 6:30 p.m. - Defending the Military Marriage – a class offered at First Baptist Church for 5 weeks.  Location of class: Love 101             
Separation, stress, and dangerous situations! These are just a few of the challenges military marriages must face. Lt. Col. Jim Fishback and his wife, Bea, have written this HomeBuilders Couples Series® study to equip couples in active duty, the reserve, or the National Guard. You can strengthen your marriage in practical ways like coping with limited resources, overcoming communication problems while separated by a deployment, and protecting your marriage with sexual accountability and love. This is top-notch training for you and your mate to weather your unique challenges. Cost: $5

PICTURE DAY IS TOMORROW!

Sept. 8 is school picture day for everyone!  Senior pictures will also be taken on Sept. 9.

Upper School (7th-12th) make note – Chapel attire is required for picture day:

Boys: shirt and tie; Girls: White tops with tie

MATH OLYMPICS TRY-OUTS

3RD-8TH GRADE STUDENTS:  ACSI Math Olympics will be on Tues., Sept. 13 at 4:00-4:45 p.m. in the lunchroom.  Bring paper and pencil and meet with Mrs. San Roman.
LUNCH WITH STUDENTS

Parents, you may now have lunch with your children.  However, we are asking that you please limit your visits to two times per month due to the number of students we enrolled – PTL!!!  We are very grateful for each one. Remember, no visitors on the playground for safety reasons.

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

All high school students…remember to turn in your permission slips (El Shaddai Ranch Liability Release form) for the 9th Grade Retreat and HS House rally - El Shaddai Ranch, Yorktown, Texas  (refer to the announcement sent home on Wed., Aug. 31).  9th grade students will leave at 8:30 AM on Thurs, Sept. 15.  10th-12th grade students leave Friday morning after 2nd period.  Everyone will return by 1PM on Saturday and may be picked up at Schertz Civic Center - many of our students have volunteered to pack food for starving children, a service project sponsored by First Baptist Church of Universal City.  The Civic Center offers an area large enough for this project.  The Schertz Civic Center address is: 1400 Schertz Parkway, Bldg 5.  
SPELLING BEE – 3RD-6TH GRADES

It’s time to start preparing for the spelling bee.  Go to www.acsi.org/kwscstudentact to print the word list to study.  Go to “handbooks and forms” page.  The password is case sensitive:  spLIST*1112.

A NOTE FROM OUR LIBRARIAN

Parents, when students check out books we put a receipt print-out in the book pocket stating when the book is due. You can help your student return their books on time by checking the book pocket. Thanks for helping us keep the students on track.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

You will receive your monthly statement via email today!
PARKING LOT SPEED LIMIT

We ask that everyone observe 5 MPH Speed Limit at all times in our parking lot.  Think safety!  

Remember, we have students on campus in our after school care until 6 p.m.  Thank you!
USED UNIFORMS

If you have used uniforms, please hold on to them until the next uniform sale.  Thank you!

HELP FBA WIN A PLAYGROUND

Dannon is giving an Ultimate Playground to five schools!  Go to www.rallyforrecess.com for details!
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Mark your calendars now ~ FRIDAY, Sept. 23rd for our annual

 Back-to-School BBQ  ~   Great Fun, Food & Fellowship!!!  

See flyer and ticket order form in next week’s folder. 


Fall Fundraiser ends TOMORROW ~ Thursday, September 8.

FBA is requesting that everyone participate in the fundraisers to help keep tuition cost down and support our school.  Every student was issued 5 books; if you are unable to sell the books, please contact the bookkeeper to have your account charged with your donation.  Thanks for supporting FBA and this fundraiser!!!  

We are excited to announce that we had an overwhelming response to this year’s fundraiser!!!  Because of time restraints we were unable to let all of the qualifying students visit the Prize Machine last Friday during lunch.  We will have the Prize Machine on Campus again, Sept. 15 so any student who qualified for the Prize Machine will be able to participate on Sept. 15 during lunch.  

Qualifying 3 yr old – K4 will visit the Prize Machine 10-11:00      K5-12th  11-1:00
Fruit of the Spirit

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. – Galatians 5:22–23

Background

· The “Fruit of the Spirit” verses are found in the book of Galatians.

· This book is actually a letter the Apostle Paul wrote to the churches in the region of Galatia.
· Paul wrote this letter about AD 50–55

· Paul had planted the Galatian churches on one of his previous missionary journeys. 

Fruit of the Spirit
· Paul wrote this letter to urge the Galatians to hold onto the true gospel of salvation by faith alone.

· Some people had come to the Galatian churches spreading “a different gospel” (Galatians 1:6).

· Their “gospel” was that believers needed to obey the Jewish law for full salvation and Christian living.

· This false teaching was throwing the Galatian believers into confusion (1:7).

The True Gospel

· The true gospel message is that believers are justified by faith in Christ (3:23–24). 

· Believers receive the Spirit by faith in Christ, not by observing laws or by their own effort (3:2–4).

· Believers are no longer slaves to the law, but are set free in Christ (5:1).

· But they should not use their freedom to indulge in sinful behavior (5:13)—rather live by the Spirit (5:25).

The Spirit vs. the Sinful Nature

· Paul writes, “So I say, live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (5:16).

· The sinful nature can be understood as “the sinful part of our human personhood, the area of our lives still infected with original sin.”*

· The Spirit is in believers’ hearts, received from God through faith (3:2; 4:6) 

*Alan G. Padgett, “‘Walk in the Spirit’: Preaching for Spiritual Growth (Gal. 5:13–6:2),” Word & World vol. 27 no. 3 (summer 2007): 343–344.
· The Spirit works in believers to bring life and peace, but the sinful nature is hostile to God (Romans 8:6–7). 

· Believers experience conflict between their sinful natures and the Spirit in their hearts (Galatians 5:17).

· But the sinful nature has been crucified with Christ, so believers are not slaves to it (5:18, 24–25)

Bearing good fruit

· “The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” – Galatians 6:8
· “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit.... The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in 
his heart.” – Luke 6:43–45

· Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you.” – John 15:1–4a
Jesus is our master example of a life full of good fruit.
· “I [Jesus] have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” – John 13:15

· Because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. – 1 Peter 2:21

But the fruit of the Spirit is … Galatians 5:22–23
Discussion Questions on Bearing Good Fruit

· Is the Fruit of the Spirit a list of “do’s” that will make God love us more?

· Read Galatians 3:1–5. How would you explain in your own words what is being said in this passage?

What is Love?
Love seeks the highest good of others. Love involves the decision to be committed to the well-being of others.

Greek word: agape (pronounced: ah-gah-pey)

Also translated as “charity”
Love involves personal sacrifice

Jesus said: My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. – John 15:12–14
Jesus shows us the Father’s love

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.– John 3:16

We love because God loves us

Let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him....

... This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. – 1 John 4:7–11

 Love involves serving others

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” – Galatians 5:13–14
Love is essential

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. – 1 Cor. 13:1–3                   “Love never fails…” – I Cor. 13:8(
Discussion Questions on Love

· Jesus tells us to love our neighbor. Who is your “neighbor”?

· Why do you think love is so highly esteemed in the Bible? How does love affect the other fruits?

· Name some acts of service you can do for others in your church—and outside your church—as a way of showing love.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 





He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them.  And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” Mt 18:1-5





Greetings! School activities, chapels, and the lunch with parents have been amazing! I am so thankful for dedicated faculty, staff, parents, and students.  Your children are such a blessing to all of us. In obedience to His calling, the faculty/staff and I are implementing the character study and recognition of His Fruit (Gal 5:22-23) school wide. While young children may not fully recognize the depth of their sin yet and need for a Savior, it is clear in scripture that they are capable of teaching us about pure faith as they grow in their love, knowledge, and understanding of Jesus Christ. Thank you for growing with us.


We love you and are excited to see Him working in hearts!  Teri Flynn, Administrator


P.S. – Clarification – background for Fruit Study will be attached at the beginning of each month.








