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Whose Responsibility is It?

We expect that you, the student, will . . .

1. 
Analyze your aspirations, goals, hopes, strengths, and weaknesses and apply this understanding to the college search process.

2. 
Do your best work.
3. 
Take the initiative to do the research and apply to schools you would like to attend.

4. 
Fill out applications neatly and carefully.

5. 
Be apprised of all deadlines and calendar events. Allow time to meet deadlines.
6. 
Request transcripts and recommendations in an appropriate, timely, and gracious manner.

7. 
Check the Web site regularly for important updates, including scholarship information.
8. 
Take ownership of the college application process.

We hope you, the parents, will . . .
1. 
Listen to your son or daughter.

2.            Encourage him or her to explore several options.

3. 
Allow your son or daughter to do his/her work in the process.

4. 
Be reasonable and consistent in vocalizing your desires and expectations.

5. 
Talk with your child regarding how much you can afford.

The College Guidance Counselor will . . .
1.       
Meet with you and your parent(s) to analyze your academic record, help identify your interests, and

               recommend a course of action.

2. 
Provide  information on registering for and preparing to take standardized tests. (SAT, ACT)
3. 
Provide specific information on your high school performance record.  

4. 
Provide the necessary forms for financial assistance (FAFSA, Profile, etc.)

5. 
Clarify or explain terms, ideas, and experiences that students encounter during the admissions process.

6. 
Coordinate with the English Dept. to review and edit applications and essays.

7. 
Complete the necessary secondary school reports.
An Overview
1. 
Develop a “College Characteristics” list and a “Personal Interest” list.

· Assess personal attributes and goals (see self-assessment on next page)

· Develop a list of questions related to your needs, e.g., a learning style, specialty programs.

2.  
Study college guides or handbooks or surf the Web to learn about colleges.

3.
Compile a list of preferred schools.  Do not limit yourself to one school.
4.
Contact those institutions for additional information and applications.

5.
Maintain separate files on each college or university and store them in a safe

      place.

6.
Visit colleges. Stay overnight. Attend classes.

7.
Talk with current students or alumni for the “student” perspective on a particular

      school.

8.
Begin completing applications as they become available in September. 


Note all deadlines (housing, scholarship, financial aid, early action, early decision, etc.).

9.
Check with the institutions or on-line application status a few weeks after you mail your application to confirm receipt of your documents. Ask if you need to do anything else to complete your application.

Self-Assessment
In order to find colleges that will fit your needs and interests, you must be clear about what those needs really are.  Complete the following inventory by circling statement Yes (Y), No (N), or Unimportant (U).  

1.  I need to be close to home (easily accessible by plane or car).


Y    N    U

2.  I need to be in an environment where I will feel like part of a community.
Y    N    U

3.  I need to be in a location where I can explore many interests off campus.
Y    N    U

4.  The climate where the school is located is an important factor to me.

Y    N    U

5.  I want to go to a college attended by many of my friends from high school.
Y    N    U

6.  I want the students to be like me--similar in religious background, political

     outlook, part of the country, and values.





Y     N    U

7.  I want to know my professors and have them available to me.


Y     N    U

8.  I need specific facilities –  laboratories, studio space, etc.


Y     N    U

9.  I want anonymity in college –  a chance to “get lost.”



Y     N    U

10.  I want to be actively involved in the life of the campus.



Y     N    U

11.  I want the majority of students to live on campus, not commute.

Y     N    U

12.  I would like to belong to a sorority/fraternity.




Y     N    U

13.  I want a “rah-rah” atmosphere on campus.




Y     N    U

14.  I would like to participate in intercollegiate athletics.



Y     N    U

15.  I want the flexibility to experiment in the curriculum and change majors .
Y     N    U

16.  I know what I want to study.






Y     N    U

17.  I want professors who are primarily teachers (not researchers) who care

       about teaching me.  







Y    N    U

18.  I need structured curriculum that will be clearly defined for me as far as

       core requirements, requirements in my major and electives.


Y    N    U

19.  I need a challenging academic environment where most of the students

       are at my ability level or higher.






Y    N    U

20.  I need to please myself in making the decision about college more than

       I need to please others –- family, friends, classmates, or teachers.

Y    N
U
TYPES OF SCHOOLS

Start your college search by recognizing the many different types of colleges.  Students usually do not consider this before submitting their applications.  Although a majority of students go to a four-year college or university, you may want to consider other alternatives. 

UNIVERSITIES  offer a broad range of both undergraduate and graduate degree programs.  They can vary considerably in size and in the diversity of the programs they offer, but are generally larger than other types of colleges.  They typically offer more majors and have more research facilities than do other colleges. 

COLLEGES  are divided by departments and usually offer one or two degrees (Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science) in many academic disciplines.  This would include a major in departments such as math, English, literature, science, foreign language, politics, history, or  electrical engineering. There are various types of colleges (liberal arts, technological, military, education).  They generally have smaller enrollments than most universities and offer fewer degrees.  Most do not offer PhD programs but may offer graduate degrees.  

JUNIOR OR COMMUNITY COLLEGES  award associate degrees at the completion of two years of full- time study.  They frequently offer technical programs of study that prepare students for immediate entry into the job market.  In addition, many offer general educational programs that are the equivalent of the first two years of a bachelor’s degree program.  These are called transfer programs; upon completion, students may enter bachelor’s degree programs at the third-year level.  The majority of two-year public colleges have open admission policies, although some individual programs, like nursing, may be selective.  
TECHNICAL SCHOOLS specialize in one or more of the branches of engineering technology:  aeronautics; air conditioning, heating and refrigeration; automotive diesel, and steam technologies; construction; chemical technology; electronics; mechanics and metallurgy; tool designing; computer technology; and others.  
VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS offer additional post-graduate training in a large number of fields.  Courses run from a few weeks to several years.  Business and secretarial schools offer typing, stenography, bookkeeping, data processing, and other business related courses.  At other schools, you can learn acting, police work, dressmaking, court reporting, cosmetology, upholstering, welding and other specialized careers.  
Military School 
Any student who is interested in attending a United States military academy should contact Congressman Lamar Smith’s office as soon as possible.  There is an October 31 deadline to complete the application process for admission to the academy classes that will begin next summer.  Staff Assistant Karen Frey in Congressman Smith’s San Antonio office is available to assist you.  If you have any questions, she can be reached at 821-5024 or via email at Karen.frey@mail.house.gov.  Selection is based on SAT/ACT scores, class ranking, grade point average, extracurricular activities, leadership potential and motivation.    
Military Academies

Many you men and women wish to attend one of the service academies to serve their country as a military officer.  The screening process is a rigorous one and begins early.   Some senators have a November 1st deadline.  If you are interested, yhou need to see your counselor in the spring of your juniour year to begin the necessary testing and paper work.  The following addresses are provided for your information

Army
Director of Admissions

United States Military Academy

606 Thayer Road

West Point, New York 10996-1797

1-800-822-2769

http://www.usma.edu/
Navy/Marine

Candidate Guidance Office

United States Naval Academy

117 Decatur Road

Annapolis, Maryland 21402-5018

1-800-638-9156 or (410) – 293-4361

http://www.nadn.navy.mil/
http://www.marines.mil
http://www.navy.com
Air Force

Director of Admissions
HQ USFA/R/RRS

2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 2009266  
1-800-443  or  (719) 333-2520
http://www.usafa.af.mil/
http://www.airforce.com
Coast Guard

Director of Admissions

United States Coast Guard Academy

15 Mohegan Avenue

New London, Connecticut  06320-4195

1-800-883-8724 or (860) 444-8500

http://www.cga.edu
http://www.uscg.mil.com
Merchant Marines 

Director of Admissions

United States Merchant Marine Academy

Kins Point, New York 11024-1699

1-800-732-6267 or (866) 546-4778

http://www.usmma.edu

Careers 

Military Pursuits 

Joining the military enables you to serve your country, earn a salary right away, earn your college degree while in the service, or have the government pay for a large part of your college expenses after you leave the service.  

Talk to the recruiters from the various services.  Not all services offer the same opportunities.   You need to find out what each one offers and what your obligation is in return. 

Take the A.S.V.A.B. (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery)  test.  Contact a recruiting office for the next test date.  The scores might point the way to surprising opportunities in the service.  

Join R.O.T.C. at the college you attend.  It will provide an opportunity to earn a college degree and join the military as an officer upon graduation.  

Selective Service Registration

ALL MALES MUST REGISTER WITHIN 30 DAYS OF 18th BIRTHDAY.

www.sss.gov
On-Line Job Searches:  Employment Opportunities 

www.bls.gov/oco  - Occupational Outlook Handbook published by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Department of Labor Statistics;  provides information about employment in hundreds of occupations;  offers detailed discussions of each occupation, including degrees, training, and other qualifications required;  provides employment outlook and sources of additional information.  

www.jobbankusa.com  - Career Search providing information on jobs in the military, technology, medical, legal and other fields. 

www.careerbuilder.com  - Career Search site providing high school students with a look at real jobs in the real world.  

Popular Myths about College
          According to Loren Pope in Looking Beyond the Ivy League
1. 
A prestigious college will absolutely guarantee the rich, full, and successful life. 
Five years out of school, one’s record, personal qualities, and abilities are better determiners of success.  
2. 
Eastern schools are the best and most desirable; Southern schools are the least desirable; and there is nothing worthwhile in the Midwest. 
Using the American Council on Education’s ratings and excluding California, all eight of the nation’s greatest public universities are located in the Midwest.

3.
A big university offers a broader, richer undergraduate experience with better teaching,    wider course selection, and more diverse student body than a smaller college. 
Quite the contrary. Big universities are primarily interested in research, publishing, consulting, and graduate teaching, not undergraduate teaching.

4.
A college I have heard about is better, or at least safer, than one I haven’t.

  
More than likely, you have heard about the ones which have done the best marketing job.

5. 
What my friends say about a school is a good indicator of the school’s quality.

Friends do not know everything about each school in the country.
6. 
My college should be bigger than my high school. 

Even the smallest college can introduce you to a thousand or more people from across the United States, and new people enter with each matriculating class. Often, smaller colleges in an area form a consortium to allow students to cross register and take advantage of programs the “home” college does not offer.
7. 
SAT’s are the most important piece of the college selection process. Good scores will enable me to be accepted while poor ones will keep me out.

Good grades in a rigorous program, a strong resume, and personal statement are often more important. 

8. 
A coaching course will improve my scores and hence my chances. 

Long-term, challenging reading is the best way to improve one’s verbal scores. 
9. 
Millions of dollars in unused scholarships go begging every year.

Not true. The ones that are not used have no viable candidates (such as an Eskimo who lettered in surfing in Madagascar!) or the $500 stipend which costs $750 to qualify.
Creating Your College Search List
Keep these factors in mind:
· SAT mid 50% Range:

Using the highest verbal and math scores you have achieved on the SAT, check to see where your school choices place you in relation to the middle 50% of SAT scores of their enrolled freshmen. This information can be located by contacting the admissions office and/or literature and brochures from the college.  
· Class Standing:
Look at the percentage of enrolled freshmen who came from the top 10% of their high school classes. This statistic reveals the relative weight the college admissions committee places on grades as well as the level of classroom competition among those applying to and attending the college. Please remember the admissions committees take into account that you attend a college preparatory school.

· College Acceptance Rate:
The number of students applying versus the number of acceptances is a good indicator of the competitiveness of the school.

· Your final list should include five to six schools which vary in terms of selectivity, but which have the most important features you desire. We recommend that your final list includes schools from each of the categories below. The list will vary from student to student.  What is a realistic school for one student may be the reach  choice for another. Spend your greatest energy on your realistic schools because these are the ones you most likely will attend.  
· REACH SCHOOLS: In this group should be some colleges that are “long shots” for you. Here your chances of admission might be less than 50/50 or 1 in 3. Limit this category to 2.
· REALISTIC SCHOOLS: These schools possess the significant features you desire and an even better-than-even chance of admission. Here your chances are 50/50. Spend your time researching and applying to these. Carefully select 3.
· HIGH PROBABILITY SCHOOLS: Schools that have most of the features you want and at which you have the greatest probability of admission. Choose 2 or 3.
· Note: Nothing is a sure-shot if you do not meet deadlines and criteria of individual schools.

Comparing College Characteristics

Colleges differ in many ways. Consider the following as you begin to compile your list:
· Academic



Liberal arts versus business or engineering curriculum

Traditional learning philosophy (lecture) versus more hands-on style 

Core curriculum versus flexible requirements

Strength of particular majors
Degrees and programs available

Semester versus trimester/quarter/or year-round calendar

Accessibility of the faculty

Honor code

Research, foreign study, internship, cooperative-learning opportunities

Scholarliness of students

Competition for grades among students
· Facilities

Library quality and accessibility

Laboratory/computer/arts/performance facilities

Residential life

Health services

Counseling services

Tutorial services

Special needs services

· Personal
Public versus private institution

Financial resources and assistance

Religious versus secular environment

Coeducational or single sex population

Campus diversity – ethnic, racial, socioeconomic, geographic, political, religious

Campus safety

Distance from home

Interests, values, appearance of students

Quiet or active social life
·      Questions to consider when evaluating a college

What is the size of the student body/campus?

Does the campus have supportive climate?

Are there adequate academic support services?

Are there special mentor programs for students?

What financial support programs does the college offer?

How much are tuition and fees for a typical year?

What kind of student involvement programs exist?

What Christian organizations are available?

What is the size of a typical freshman class?

Does the college provide housing?  Cost?

What percentage of freshmen continue as sophomores?

·      Comparison of Colleges

Location and setting

Type and size of college

Comprehensive cost:  tuition, room and board, extra fees, books, travel expenses, spending money, special clothing.

Financial aid:  scholarships, grants, loans, work/study, campus jobs, co-op programs.

Admission requirements:  required tests grade point average, class rank, residency, special talents.

Campus life:  cultural events, sports, clubs, recreational facilities, rules. 

The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.










Proverbs 21:5

TESTING 
2010-2011 SAT Reasoning Test 

The SAT Reasoning Test attempts to measure your ability to do college-level work in the verbal/math/writing areas.  The new SAT has critical reading questions, and a writing sample is now required.  Each section of the test will be scored using a scale from 200-800.  A perfect score is a 2400.  

on-line registration:  www.collegboard.com 

	Test Dates
	Registration Deadline Regular
	Registration Deadline Late

	October 9
	September 10
	Sept. 24

	November 6
	October 8
	Oct. 22

	December 4
	November 5
	Nov. 19

	January 22
	December 23
	Jan 7

	March 12
	February 11
	Feb. 25

	May 7
	April 8
	April 22

	June 4
	May 6
	May 20


2010-2011 ACT Test

The ACT attempts to measure skills closely related to the content of courses in the high school curriculum in four areas:  English, math, reading, and science reasoning.  It reports those four scores, which are averaged together to form a composite score.  Each of the four scores as well as the composite score can range from 0 to 36, with approximately 21 being the national average last year.  

on-line registration:   www.act.org
	Test Dates
	Registration Deadline Regular
	Registration Deadline Late

	October 23
	September 17
	Sept. 18 - Oct. 1

	December 11
	November 5
	Nov. 6 - 19

	February 12
	January 7
	Jan. 8 - 21

	April 9
	March 4
	March 5 - 18

	June 11
	May 6
	May 7 - 20


Test Prep Classes
· North East Community Ed SAT Prep – www.neisd.net  
· www.collegeboard.com  - practice test for SAT 
· www.act.org  - practice test/information for ACT 

· www.testprepreview.com  - practice tests for ACCUPLACER, SAT, ACT, etc
· www.wordsmyth.net  wordsmith SAT Dictionary of 2,000 words

· www.number2.com   SAT prep study 
THEA Exam 

Texas Higher Education Assessment  http://www.thea.nesinc.com
All public and some private universities in the state of Texas require the THEA (or equivalent)  for placement purposes.  Students with below passing scores on any section of the test are required to enroll at a developmental/remedial program each semester until they pass the THEA in all three areas.    Entering freshman may be exempt from taking the THEA if they meet at least one of the following standards: 

· Earn a SAT I total score of 1070 or more, with a score of at least 500 each on the verbal and math portions of the test. 

· Earn an ACT composite score of 23 or more, with a score of at least 19 each on the English and math portions of the test. 

· Earn ACCUPLACER exam score:  see below
ACCUPLACER 

The ACCUPLACER is a college readiness exam and consists of READING, MATH, and ENGLISH.  The exam takes approximately 2 hours and can be taken at ACCD Lakeview Campus.  There is a $15.00 fee (cash or check) and a photo ID and social security number are required for testing.  FBA Students will have an opportunity to take the ACCUPLACER in the Spring of their 10th grade year or may make other arrangements with ACCD to take the exam on their own.  The exam is also a requirement to enroll into Dual Credit courses.  Students will be eligible for Dual Credit with the following scores:  

Reading: 78
+

Sentence Skills: 80 +


Math: 
      100 + 

 Essay:                   6+
 As stated above (THEA), scores will be used for placement into college courses.  Students not making the necessary score will be required to enroll in remedial courses.  Remedial courses take time away from degree plan schedule and cost tuition for courses that do not count toward the degree plan.  
ASVAB 

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery  http://www.asvabprogram.com/
The ASVAB is recommended for any student, but especially for those considering any branch of the military as a possible career.  However, taking the test does not commit you to any military service.  

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. 









Proverbs 16:3
The Campus Visit
Before you leave home . . .
· Seniors at FBA are provided three excused absences to visit colleges and Juniors are allowed one excused absence to visit colleges. 

·  Many schools have special weekend events and tours. Take advantage of these.

· Allow sufficient time for a college visit, preferably a full day and not less than half a day, at each college.

· Familiarize yourself with the college catalog or bulletin before you arrive on campus.  

· Know something about your own high school before visiting. Obtain a copy of the FBA Profile to take with you.  It explains our academic college preparatory program, sports, extra-curricular, etc.

· Take a copy of your transcript and resume with you. 
· Give careful attention to your appearance, grooming, and conduct if you are taking a tour or meeting with a counselor.

While on campus . . . 
· Take a guided tour of campus, meet with an admissions counselor, and if time allows, explore for yourself. 

· Visit classes and talk with students on your own. Ask them questions.

· Assess the cleanliness, comfort, noise level, privacy, and safety of the housing.

· Evaluate the resources, accessibility of stacks, hours of operation, and helpfulness of staff in the library.

· Eat a meal in the dining hall or student union.

· Be familiar with campus security and obtain crime statistics.

· Pick up a copy of the college newspaper. Read bulletin boards for insight into student interests and upcoming events.

· Talk with a professor or two.

· Check out Christian organizations available:  Campus Crusade, Baptist Student Union, etc.

· Check out other areas of interest such as fine arts facilities, the newspaper office, labs (music, science, language), student services and extracurricular options.

· Visit the bookstore to see what types of non-required reading material is available. This is an excellent indicator of the academic caliber and general interests of the students.

· Take notes. 
College Weekend Visit Opportunities 

Texas State University –http://www.admissions.txstate.edu/visit/bobcat-days.html 
	Saturday Bobcat Days  -Bobcat Days 2010 - 2011

	October 16, 2010

	November 13, 2010

	February 19, 2011

	April 16, 2011


Texas A & M - http://visit.tamu.edu/visits/
Steven F. Austin State University Showcase Saturday 

http://www.sfasu.edu/admissions/visitsfa/
      Feb.   20 &  March 27
Schreiner University 

1-800-343-4919 www.schreiner.edu
Schreiner Saturday  - Nov. 13,  Feb. 19, April 2 
Baylor University 
	
	Sic'Em Day

	Event Date: 
	 Oct. 11, 2010

	Event Location: 
	Baylor Campus

	Event Description: 
	Sic‘Em Day is an opportunity for high school students, transfer students, and their parents to come take a tour of the beautiful campus, hear presentations by Baylor professors and administrators, and have lunch in a Residential Restaurant.

http://www.baylor.edu


	: 
	Premiere Days 

	Event Date: 
	Sept. 25, Feb. 5,  April 9 

	Event Location: 
	Baylor Campus

	Event Description: 
	Winter Premiere is an "Open House" weekend for high school students, transfer students, and their parents. It is an opportunity to explore the Baylor campus and a chance to meet current students, Baylor professors, and Admission Services staff.

	More Information: 
	http://www.baylor.edu 


University of Texas 
Campus Visits for Prospective Freshmen 
Discover UT (October 11) 
University of Texas San Antonio Admissions Center

The San Antonio Admissions Center is centrally located four blocks south of San Antonio College on North Main Avenue in the Packard Building. The center is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (with the exception of university holidays)

San Antonio Admissions Center
The University of Texas at Austin
1123 N. Main Ave.
Suite 200
San Antonio, Texas 78212

Phone: 210-562-4665   
Fax: 210-223-6061
http://bealonghorn.utexas.edu/meetus/locations/sac/ l   to the San Antonio Admissions Center

Texas Tech University – 
University Days:  Oct 18

Football Fridays:  Sept. 17, Oct 15, Nov 5, Nov 19

http://www.visit.ttu.edu/uday/default.asp
San Antonio Admissions Office 
4319 Medical Drive, Suite 119
San Antonio, Texas 78229

Phone: 210.614.7576
Fax: 210.614.0450 

Email: sanantonio.admissions@ttu.edu 

 Time Line for Application Process:
Junior Year
September - October:
· Take PSAT

November- February:
· Review PSAT Score Report; meet with guidance counselor or teacher if you have questions
· Plan campus exploratory visits for spring

· Register for spring or summer SAT I and ACT 

March - May:
· Narrow list of colleges you plan to visit to a manageable number

· Schedule parent/student meeting with college guidance counselor
· Discuss senior course selection with your college counselor
· Visit colleges
· Make productive summer plans (enrichment, employment, internship, community service, volunteer). Apply for summer enrichment opportunities

· Take college entrance exams (SAT I and/or  ACT) 

June - July:
· Engage in productive activities such as study abroad, work, community service, and college summer programs

· Visit colleges
· Research scholarships awarded by companies and individual schools 
 Time Line for Application Process: 

Senior Year

August - October:
· Take as many challenging courses as is reasonable; strive to make the best grades possible
· Complete campus visits during September and October
· Register for the SAT or ACT four weeks in advance
· Apply for scholarships (institution and corporation)
November - January:
· Submit early decision or early action applications by October 15
· Work on regular decision applications
· Spend adequate time preparing essays and personal statements
· Request  transcripts from registrar
· Request faculty recommendations at least one month in advance
· Complete applications by December 1 for January 1-15 deadlines
· Withdraw all other applications previously filed if you applied for early decision and you receive notification of admission
· Plan college finances and obtain financial aid forms (FAFSA, CSS Profile)

· Forward mid-year reports to the registrar, if applicable  

March - May:

· Decide which college you will attend and return necessary forms and deposits
Applying to College
1. 
Meet with your college guidance counselor during the spring of your

           junior year.

2. 
Research and select five to six schools that you would like to attend.

3.  
Request or download from each of these colleges its admission application, financial aid, and scholarship information, housing information, and catalog. 

4. 
Review with your parents your school choices and the financial requirements of each. Determine how much you and your family will have for funding. 

5. 
Prepare a resume including extracurricular activities, awards, and employment. 

6. 
Read each set of admissions procedures and requirements, noting the deadlines and recommendation requirements (if any).

7. 
Make copies of the applications before you begin to complete them.

8. 
Complete and sign the student portions of the forms (including waivers) for the secondary school report and teacher recommendation sheets before you give those to the counselor and/or teacher.

9.  
Request transcript from school office – 2 provided free of charge.  Subsequent transcripts require a fee of $3.00.   
10.  
Request official scores to be sent to schools from ACT or College Board.

11.  
Contact the appropriate offices to apply for scholarships and financial aid.
12.  
Call the college to verify that your file is complete (allow two weeks).

13. 
File housing applications and fees.  Be sure to note deadlines that are independent of admissions deadlines, as is the case with housing at some universities.
The Texas Common Application 
Private schools may be completed on line at:  www.commonapp.org
All public universities in the state of Texas accept the Texas Common Application for Freshman Admission.  www.applytexas.org 

Steps for Apply Texas Application
1. You will need an E-mail address to complete an Apply Texas Application.  If you do not have an E-mail address, you must create one before you can proceed.  You can obtain a free E-mail address at www.yahoo.com, www.hotmail.com or www.gmail.com.

2. Go to www.applytexas.org
3. Select Apply for Admission
4. Select the link that says Create your account now >> 
5. Create your profile and click on save profile
6. Click on You may now go to my application 
7. Click on Create a new application now

8. Select College 
9. Select semester of entry 

·  Under the heading of First Choice School, select type of degree or certificate. 

·  Under the heading of First Choice Major, select type of desired degree.

10. Fill in missing information or make any corrections on pages 1- 6

· Each time you complete a page you will click on Save changes to this page->
you will then be shown the exact same page.  You must click continue at the top to   proceed to the next page.                              


11. After you have completed pages 1-6, you will be directed to submit your application.  


You must select the link Submit Application Now
******You have now successfully completed your Apply Texas Application*******

Please fill in the blanks and keep for your records. You will need this information to access your Apply Texas Application in the future.

  User Name______________________________

  Password________________________________

Application ID# _________________________
Ordering a Transcript 

When a student applies to a university, he or she must also send an official transcript.   This transcript must be sent directly from FBA to the university.  Your transcript is a record of all courses taken in high school, high school GPA & numeric average will also appear on the transcript.   Scholarship applications often request a transcript as well.   

Transcripts may be ordered by completing a transcript request form supplied by the school office.  The FBA Counseling office  must have a minimum of 3 days’ notice before sending a transcript.  Transcripts cannot be faxed or mailed via overnight services.  Official copies of transcripts cannot be given to students or to parents to be delivered to another school or individual.  Plan ahead so that your transcripts will arrive by the published deadline. 

Other things to keep in mind: 
· Sign the application and include the application fee.

· Make your resume as concise as possible. 

· Include your name and social security number on each piece of your application.

·         Be neat; have someone proofread the application.

·         KEEP COPIES OF EVERTHING YOU SEND TO A COLLEGE!

· Some schools may fill well before application deadlines (ex: engineering, business). 

· Remember that university housing sometimes fills by mid October …. even if the application deadline is in November or December. 

· Early Decision candidates should complete college applications during September and October since most colleges using Early Decision require test scores and applications before November 15. 

· Usually each college or university has just one Office of Admission to which you submit your admission application.  Where to apply for the college’s scholarships and financial aid can be a different story.    Check address and contact information out carefully.  

Other Admission Considerations

Essay 
Some select colleges ask you to write a short essay to describe yourself, a significant experience, or an achievement that has special meaning for you or to discuss some issue of personal, local or national concern, and its importance to you.  Keep it simple and straightforward.  Try not to deal with difficult ideas such as your philosophy of life or how to solve the world’s problems. Don’t try to con the admissions staff with high-flown statements or obvious flattery.  

Personal Interview 

A few colleges require the on or off campus interview, which provides an opportunity for the college and the applicant to get to know each other better.  Here are some suggestions for the admission interview: 

1. Be on time for the appointment.

2. Be knowledgeable about the college; you should have read admissions materials and the catalogue before the interview. 

3. Have a list of questions which are not answered in the admissions literature.  A paper and pencil for notes may be helpful.

4. Meet your interviewer with a firm handshake and maintain eye contact as you talk and listen.

5. Don’t expect trick questions, but be prepared to talk about yourself and your academic record, extracurricular activities, accomplishments, career interests and interest in that particular college. 

6. Don’t be unduly nervous; remember that the colleges are just as interested in selling itself to you as you are in selling yourself to the college. 

7. Note your interviewer’s name so you can later send a letter of thanks for his/her time.  
Financial Aid
www.fafsa.ed.gov   (see attached for further information)

Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation 

Frost Bank Building 

1250 NE Loop 410, Suite 810 

phone 525-8494 

The Piper Foundation  prints a Compendium.  This book lists all Texas colleges, their entrance requirements, deadlines, tuition, room and board costs and financial aid available.  Additionally, the book contains an extensive listing of general scholarships.  The Compendium is available at www.window.state.tx.us/scholars/mspmain.html
Scholarship Searches
www.collegefortexans.com  - college for Texans Website 

www.fastweb.com
www.wiredscholar.com
www.usafunds.org
www.collegenet.com
www.freschinfo.com
www.collegeview.com
General Scholarship Information

www.finaid.org
 www.collegeboard.com
www.fastweb.com
www.usafunds.org
www.embark.com
www.campustours.com
www.wiredscholar.com
Scholarship Websites
Accounting Scholarship 

www.aicpa.org
American Geological Institute 

Geoscience Scholarship 

www.agiweb.org
American Institute of Architects 
www.archfoundation.org
American Society for Microbiology
www.asm.org
Coca-Cola Two Year College

https://www.coca-colasholarships.org 
Elks National Foundation

www.elks.org/enf/scholars/ourscholarships.cfm
FinAid




www.finaid.org
Microsoft Scholarship Program
htpps://careers.microsoft.com/careers/en/us/collegescholarship.aspx 
Presidential Freedom


www.nationalservice.org
The Harry S.Truman Scholarship
www.truman.org
Tylenol Scholarships


www.scholarship.tylenol.com
Texas Conference for Women

http://www.txconferenceforwomen.org/scholarships.htm
Scholarships for minorities

Gates Millennium Scholarship
www.gmsp.org
GE and LuLac



www.lulac.org
Hispanic College Fund


htpp://scholarships.hispanicfund.org/applications 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund 

www.hsf.net
Hispanic Scholarship Guide 

www.hispanicscholarship.com
Jackie Robinson Foundation 

www.jackierobinson.org
Minority Health Program 

www.ahcpr.gov
Ron Brown Scholarship

www.ronbrown.org
Thurgood Marshall Scholarship 
www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org
United Negro College Fund

www.uncf.org
Scholarship for children of military personnel

AFCEA International


www.afcea.org/awards/scholarships.htm
Air Force Aid Society


www.afas.org
Army EmergencyRelief


www.aerhg.org
Fisherhouse 



www.fisherhouse.org
Marine Corps Scholarships

www.marine-scholars.org
Military Page



www.military.com
Navy Marine Corps Relief

www.nmcrs.org
ROTC Scholarship


www.todaysmilitary.com
Military Scholarships 


www.Military.com/scholarships 
Scholarships offered by Colleges/Universities
UTSA 

http://www.utsa.edu/scholarships  

Terry Foundation Scholarship = 16 new awards for fall averaging $46,000 over a four-year period.  www.utsa.edu/terryscholars/  

Honors College Scholarships 

20 Presidential Honors Scholarships are available for fall 2008 of $6,000 over a four-year period.  Students must meet one of the following:  1) top 10% class rank,             2) minimum SAT score of 1100  3) minimum ACT score of 24 and must enrool in Honors College.  http://www.utsa.edu/honors      

UT Austin

http://www.texasscholarships.org/apply/freshman/index.html  

Texas A&M 

https://scholarships.tamu.edu  

Texas Tech 
http://www.financialaid.ttu.edu/
Baylor 

http://baylor.edu.

University of the Incarnate Word

http://www.uiw.edu/finaid/index.htm
Texas State 
or www.finaid.txstate.edu/scholarships   and click on scholarships

St. Mary’s University

Greehey Scholar Program is available for students seeking a businesss degree.  www.stmarytx.edu/greehey-scholars
Other Scholarship Opportunities
Haratio Alger Association Scholarships 

www.horatioalger.com/scholarships   

Prudiential Spirit of Community Awards 

Recognizes students who have demonstrated exemplary community service.  

www.prudential.com/spirit (access key: spirit)  

Coca-Cola Scholars Program 

50 national Scholars receive $20,000 award, renewable over four years at $5,000 per year.  200 regional Scholars receive a $4,000 award, renewable over four years at $1,000 per year.  Applicants are evaluated on the basis of leadership, commitment to community, academic achievement and employment.  
Oct. 31, 2010deadline 

https://www.coca-colascholars.org/cokeWeb/
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) Engineers Scholarship Program 

Applicants must intend to earn a degree in engineering or a related science (math, chemistry, physics, biology, technologies, computer science).  http://www.sae.org/students/engschlr.htm.  

AXA Achievement Scholarship

To qualify, you must demonstrate ambition, determination, respect and the ability to succeed in college.  www.axa-achievement.com   
Gates Millennium Scholars 

Outstanding scholarship opportunities for minority and economically disadvantage students.  www.gmsp.org  
San Antonio A&M Club Foundation 

Awards four scholarships to freshmen entering Texas A&M at either College Station or Galveston campus. Each scholarship will be awarded for four years at $1000 per year as long as the student maintains the minimum standards set by the foundation.  www.aggiepark.com   

Athletes

NCAA 
Students planning to participate in athletics MUST complete registration through NCAA.  


www.ncaa.com 
Make sure to send SAT/ACT results to NCAA.  Use code “9999” to have results sent to NCAA. 
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