COLLEGE TERMINOLOGY

Common Application Form: A single application, which is accepted by a number of colleges. After completing the original application form available from the Counseling Office the student makes copies and mails them to those colleges that accept this type of application.

Cost of Attendance (COA): The total cost of attendance includes tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, transportation, personal and incidential expenses. Schools establish different standard budget amounts for students living on-campus and off-campus, married and unmarried, and in-state and out-of-state students.

College Entrance Requirements: Most colleges require the following three items be submitted before granting admission: Application – Transcript – ACT or SAT I scores

Additional Information Requested: Application Fee – 1-2 Essays – SAT II’s – School Report - Counselor Recommendation – Teacher Recommendation.

College Profile: Every University publishes a profile of the freshmen class. Useful data, such as the number of applicants admitted by class rank, test scores and regions of the country, can help you position yourself as a candidate for the colleges you are considering.

Degree Requirements: Requirements to be met in order to graduate from college with a specific degree. Lists will be found in the college catalog under each type of degree plan, outlining every course you must take to major in a certain area.

Dependent Student: For a student to be considered dependent, they must live with a guardian who provides them with more than half of their support.

Early – Decision: Means that you request a decision on your application in the fall, before the end of the first academic term of the senior year. The conditions imposed are two: You request early-decision from only one institution and you agree if admitted by early-decision to apply to no other institution thereafter. 

Early – Action: Unlike early-decision, you are not under obligation to discontinue all other applications if you are accepted. Deadline for Early – Decision & Early – Action is in November.

Expected Family Contribution (EFC): The amount of money that the family is expected to contribute for the student’s education, as determined by the Federal Methodology need analysis formula. The parent’s age, student’s dependency status, family size, number of family members in college (excluding parents) and taxable and nontaxable income and assets determine the EFC. The difference between the COA and the EFC is the student’s financial need, which determines the student’s eligibility for need-based financial aid.
Independent Student: A student must meet one of the following to qualify as “An independent student” – at least 24 years old as of January 1 of the academic year, is married, is a graduate or professional student, has a legal dependent other than a spouse, is a veteran of the US Armed Forces, or is an orphan or ward of the court (or was a ward of the court until age 18). A parent refusing to provide support for his/her child’s education is not sufficient for the child to be declared independent.
Office of Admissions: Place of contact for general information, forms, catalogs, etc. it is also the office that determines whether or not a student is admitted. A sample letter on will help with obtaining college information from the admissions office.

Official Transcript with Grade Point Average (GPA) and class rank: A transcript is a copy of your high school Academic Achievement Record and consists of the following information: Sixth semester GPA and class rank, courses, grades, credits, if you are pursuing the Recommended Diploma Plan, attendance, standardized test scores and a school profile. A transcript must be mailed to the institution/recipient. Transcript requests are made in the Counseling Office and require at least five days advance notice. The cost is $2.00 per transcript. If the student is 17 years old or younger, a parent signature is required.  Law requires that these be mailed directly from the Counseling Office. Allow sufficient time (at least five business days), for an official hand-signed and sealed copy to be mailed from this office.

Top 10% Rule: Under current Texas Law, a student ranked in the top ten percent of his/her senior class is automatically admitted to any state-supported public college or university in Texas as long as all required application documents are submitted by the deadline.

Unmet Need: Students have the following resources available to them to assist in paying for the costs of college: grants, work-study, federal and state education loans, and the contribution that the federal government expects their family to make (EFC). If the sum of these resources does not total a student’s cost of attendance, then that student has an unmet need, meaning that student and parents will need to obtain additional funds in order to afford the expenses of the school in question.

COA, EFC, Dependent & Independent Student and Unmet Need definitions are from FinAid website www.finaid.org, a resource on financial aid.
