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Band

Handbook

2010-2011
This band handbook has been written for band members and their parents. The handbook contains Band Department policies and procedures for the 2010-2011 school year. School policies and procedures are applicable to all Band Department procedures, events, and functions.

If there are any questions during the school year, please feel free to contact Mrs. Alm @ 326-8420 or e-mail ralm@fbauc.com. 

I.  COURSE PURPOSE:

Music is an expressive means of praise to our Heavenly Father (Psalms 150). He is the Creator of all (Col. 1:16) and bestows gifts and talents of musicality to infinite degrees in everyone. The purpose of teaching instrumental music is to develop the gifts and talents of the elementary music program. Development, integration, and acquisition of spiritual, physical, mental, and social skills are an essential part of the music education process. It is an integration of many subjects in a medium which is to be learned, appreciated, and performed/expressed. Music theory, appreciation, listening, history, and performance are also parts of the instrumental program. 

II.  BAND POLICIES

A.  Band member’s responsibility to the Band Program:



1.   Be regular in attendance and account for all absences. 



2.   Make a genuine effort to learn and improve daily. Students must                                                                          

                              practice daily.

3. Become responsible for and expect to assume the consequences for behavior.  

4. Have the proper respect for those in authority.

5. Follow all classroom rules and school regulations. 

6. Be diligent with care and handling of instruments and equipment. 

7. Cooperate with fellow band members and share with them the responsibilities and privileges that are a part of the band program.

8. Read and play with insight, expression, and enjoyment.

9. Take instrument home daily.

B. Grades for each nine week period will be based on the following:

1. Attendance and participation in class. 

2. Attendance and participation at performances. 

3. Attendance and participation at Section Rehearsals.
4. Instrument and music folder inspection.
5. Playing grades.
6. Practice time – (Attachment A)
7. Written assignments/worksheets/quizzes.        

C. Practice Information 

Playing a musical instrument is an acquired skill; therefore, developing wholesome practice habits is essential.  With appropriate practice habits, band will be a successful and gratifying experience.  Parent support and guidance will be key factors in establishing a regular practice schedule insuring the attainment of musical goals.  The most effective home rehearsal programs are based on daily quality practice.  Ways parents can help their children have been listed in Section VIII of the handbook.  

Home practice is expected?  The physical requirements of producing a quality sound, playing with clean technical accuracy, and the reading of music notation will strengthen over time only if regular, daily practice is performed.  

6th – 8th grade students will receive a practice record for each nine-week period.  The student will fill out the practice record daily, a parent or guardian will sign at the end of each week confirming that the listed practice is accurate, and the student will turn in the practice record each week. 

III.  UNIFORMS

A. 6th Grade Beginning Band & 7th – 8th Grade Concert Band  -
Band Polo and Blue Jeans are to be worn at all performances unless otherwise notified. (BLUE Jeans = 5 pocket traditional jeans, no large bell bottom, baggie, decorated, etc. jeans)   They may also be worn on Fridays.  Polos must be tucked inside the jeans for performances.  A plain black or brown belt may also be worn.
B. High School Symphonic Band – 
Concert Attire = Girls are to wear either a black dress or black skirt or pants and a 

black blouse.  Girls may also wear the Choir Concert Dress.  Boys are to wear Tux 

                   pants, vest and Tux shirt.  


      T-Shirt = Symphonic Band members will wear the Band T-Shirt when traveling, 

                  possibly some performances, and may be worn on Wednesday.  


      Shoes – For performances, dark shoes/socks must be worn
IV.  BAND EQUIPMENT (Attachment B & C)
A. Music and Folders:

1. Show respect and care for all music issued to you.

2. Students are responsible for damaged or lost music.

3. All music books must be at every rehearsal. 

B. Care of Equipment
It is every band member’s responsibility to show the utmost care for all band equipment, instruments, music, folders, rooms, etc.  Instruments MUST be taken home EVERY Day.  School owned instruments may be checked-out upon completing a maintenance agreement and receipt of the $50.00 use fee. 
C.   Inspection:

          The band director will conduct inspection of the music, folders,        

      uniforms, instruments, and equipment. It is the responsibility of every    

                   band member to clean his own (or school owned) instrument on a           

                   regular basis. A band instrument is very fragile, complicated and built   

                   as precisely as a fine watch. Careful handling and cleanliness are very      

                   important.      

V   PERFORMANCES See Band Calendar – (Attachment D) 
A.  Concerts

 Attendance at performances is mandatory and is a part of the student’s grade. Concert etiquette is to be used during all performances and attended performances of others.  
B.  All-Region – State Auditions

 Although auditioning for All Region is optional, it is HIGHLY recommended.  The students musical growth on their specific instrument is tremendous when they set a goal at working on the audition music.  The audition process itself is also invaluable.  
High School students placing high enough within the bands chair placement, may also  achieve All Area recognition and have the ability to audition for Texas All State Band, an organization the is set in high asteem.  More specifics will be given closer to the audition dates (see calendar for dates)  Note:  All Students will receive the audition music and are expected to learn the music for growth in the areas of rhythm, technique and range.  Students earning placement in the All Region or All State Bands will rehearse and perform with the other All Region/ State students for a special concert event.  
C. Solos & Ensembles 

Students will also have the option of performing in solo and ensemble competition.   Solos are given to all 6th – 8th graders and they will be expected to learn the music which is written specifically for their instrument.  With the exception of percussion, all solos have written piano accompaniment parts. For competition, the rules specify that the piano accompaniment must be performed for the soloist.   FBA is blessed to have Mrs. Goddard assist with the piano parts and a small fee is accessed ($15.00) which will include a minimum of 2 rehearsals + the performance at competition.  Students earn ratings and written critique for their solo/ensemble performances and certificates and/or medals are awarded.  
VI  ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY

Most of the work that our students do in the Band Program is considered curricular, and is not subject to eligibility restrictions.  Curricular band activities include free concerts, full-band rehearsals, and private lessons.  

Activities such as an event where admission is charged, an event that is competitive or an event where ratings are awarded are subject to eligibility restrictions.  For students to participate in these extra-curricular activities, they must meet FBA eligibility requirements.  

Students who fail any one class at the end of a week will become ineligible for the following week.  Students remaining eligible is critical to individual growth and also the success level of group performances and competitions.  Having a student ineligible often  requires music parts to be re-written/assigned and changing rehearsal from development to readjusting balance, blend, dynamic levels etc.  Ineligible students also miss the opportunity to rehearse with the group for upcoming concerts and contests.  
VII   BUDGET/FUNDRAISERS 
A.  Budget – Costs 
Music 



 $2,000.00

Entry Fees 


ACSI 
 $300.00


TAPPS District
    $350.00


TAPPS State 
    
    $700.00


MS/HS Region
    $100.00

Travel


TAPPS State

 $1,800.00

Housing 


TAPPS State 

 $1,800.00


ATSSB Area 
    
    $400.00

Awards 


    $300.00


TOTAL 
 $7,450.00    
          B.    Activity Fees – used primarily for music acquisition
1.  CiCi Pizza and or Panda Express Nights 

2. School Directory 

3. Valentines

4. Back to School BBQ Bake Sale

5. Individual Donations 

6. Other 

          C     Budget – Wish List, not budgeted 

1.MP3 / IPod Player 
2. Commission a concert band piece for the FBA Eagle Band 
VIII  HOW PARENTS CAN HELP
A. At Home

1.   Show an interest in the music study of your child.
2.   Arrange a regular time for practice.

3. Provide a quiet place to practice without interruption.
4. Help student keep a regular practice routine.
5. Never make fun of the strange sounds your child may make when learning a new note or song – ENCOURAGE!
6. Provide a safe place in which to keep the musical instrument.
7. Keep the instrument in good repair with reeds, etc.
8. Be very careful of school-owned instruments.  Repair costs are high.
9. Teach your child to be on time at rehearsals, lessons, etc. 
10. Encourage your child to play for others (home, school, church, and community).
B.At School

1. Keep a record of your student’s various activities.
2. See that your child takes his or her instrument and music to school and home to practice each day.
3. See that your child keeps up with classroom studies.
4. Attend concerts/performances
5. Be an ACTIVE part of the Band Program as a parent volunteer.

IX  ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
              A.  Students have a number of opportunities to receive individual awards.  
               They include, but are not limited to:
1.Band Method Awards – Certificates, pins, medals
2. ACSI Solo/Ensemble Contest-certificates, medals &  ribbons

3. ATSSB All-Region auditions – patches – Students prepare audition music and  compete for a position in our Regions Band. Students earning a position will perform in this elite group at a special concert. 

4. TAPPS Contest – individual and group awards 
5. National Awards to include:  John Philip Sousa Award &  Louis Armstrong Award. 
6. FBA High School Band Students may “ letter” in band. 

High School Students must achieve the following:  

     * ATSSB High School All-Region or Area Band member

        OR 

        * TAPPS District Solo or Ensemble participant or ATSSB All-Region 
                                 Audition participant

        AND
                 * TAPPS District Jazz Band, Concert Band, Sight-reading participant
FBA Band Handbook Return Form
Please detach and return to your band director not later than Friday, August 27, 2010

Student’s Name (print)____________________________________Grade______________

We have received and read the FBA Band Handbook.
Student’s Signature _____________________________________Date__________________

Parent’s Signature ______________________________________ Date__________________

