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PHILOSOPHY

An athletic program in a Christian school exists to guide the young people involved to a better understanding of their relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Many circumstances arise in preparation for and during athletic competition that offer opportunities for God’s principles to be applied in the lives of the athletes.  A goal of the Christian school athletic program is to seize these opportunities.  Dedicated coaches help young people relate the victories and defeats, the hard work and teamwork to their daily walk with the Lord.

Col. 3:23-24   And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance, for you serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

This verse states the philosophy of athletics for First Baptist Academy, in that everything we do within the athletic department will be done unto our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our staff, athletes, fans, and parents are to glorify the name of Jesus Christ by their works, attitudes, and actions, both on and off of the field or court.  We must provide opportunities of Christian encouragement and discipline for our students through our athletic programs.  All policies and procedures that are brought out by the athletic department are done so with the intent of teaching and instilling Christ-like qualities in the students for them to put into use in their daily lives.

OFFERED SPORTS

The school will provide the following sports when athletes, coaches, and facilities are available:

   Middle School




High School

   Volleyball (girls only)                                 

Volleyball (girls only)

   Cross Country                                                   
Cross Country

   Basketball                                                           
Basketball

   Track and Field                                                 
Track and Field

   Soccer (co-ed)                                                      
Soccer 

   Spirit Squad (girls only)



Spirit Squad (girls only)

RULES AND GUIDELINES

1. Athletic Association

Our middle school teams participate in the Christian Athletic League of San Antonio, or CALSA.  This league governs and regulates team sports for our middle school program.

Our high school is a member of the Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools, or TAPPS.  This organization sets all of the rules, regulations, schedules and events of our high school athletic department.

2. Team Selection

Our desire is for the middle school students (7th/8th grade, 6th if there are open spots and the coach wishes to fill them) who wish to try out for a team to have that opportunity.  However, after evaluating skill level and physical development, coaches may make what is commonly known as “cuts”.  Many factors go into the selection of a team and each coach weighs every possibility very heavily before making any decision.  Any cuts made by a coach must first be shown to the athletic director before any announcement can be made.

High school teams are obviously more competitive, and thus much more selective, than that of middle school teams.  Each varsity coach at the high school level is allowed to set their team roster at whatever size they wish to keep.  Again, many factors go into the selection process and no decision is made without prayerful consideration.  All decisions are discussed with the athletic director before any announcements are made.

3. Quitting a Team 

It is our goal to teach all of our students Christ-like attributes in everything that we do at First Baptist Academy.  We feel that responsibility, integrity, loyalty, and honoring commitments, are all attributes that we wish to instill in our athletes.  We also believe that students and parents need to realize that participating on an athletic team, whether in middle school or in high school, is going to require some effort and sacrifice of time and resources.  We feel that a student needs to take seriously the decision to play for a team, and if they make that choice then they need to do everything in their power to honor that decision.  If an athlete decides to quit a team for any reason not approved by the athletic director, they will not be allowed to participate in any sport for the rest of the school year.

4. Playing Time

All coaches understand that it is in their own best interest to get each player as much game time experience as possible.  However, if a coach keeps a large number of players or has a team with a wide range of skill level, then promising playing time to every athlete in every game may not be in the best interest of the team.  Playing time is determined by the coach and is based on many factors.  Participating on a team, and more specifically playing in games, should never be viewed as a right, but rather a privilege.

5. Conduct

As an athlete at First Baptist Academy students need to realize that they are continually representing their team, their school, and most importantly their Savior, Jesus Christ.  The way that players conduct themselves in all settings, whether it be on the court, on the field, in the classroom, or even on their own away from school, sends a message to others of how the rest of the team, the school, or other Christians must normally act.  With that type of responsibility, we place a high value on monitoring the conduct of our athletes, ensuring a clear understanding of the importance of carrying themselves in a Christ-like way.

If a coach, teacher, or administrator notices an athlete acting in a way that is not a positive example to others, then that person will report the act to the coach and/or the Athletic Director for whatever disciplinary actions are warranted. This, of course, will be in addition to whatever is required of the teacher in accordance with the FBA parent-student handbook.  Punishments may range from a verbal warning to expulsion from the team, depending on the severity of the action.  If any kind of suspension or expulsion from the team is viewed as being needed, then the Administrator will be notified before any action is announced.  If a student receives a conduct notice that will result in an automatic one game suspension.  Detention halls that cause an athlete to miss a game or practice will result in reduced playing time the next game.

A student-athlete's playing status in both middle school and high school can and will be affected by any demerits that the student receives during school.  We feel that participating in athletics is a privilege, and that with that privilege comes a certain amount of responsibility.  The beginning of that responsibility is that we expect our student-athletes to be positive examples of proper conduct, attitude, and responsibility in the classroom.  If an athlete is benched for any disciplinary reason, he/she must sit with the team dressed in chapel uniform.

6. Eligibility

As an athletic department, we understand that athletics serves as a vital role in the education process only when it is kept in the proper perspective of the schools overall objectives.  Athletic success is meaningless if it is not paired with academic success.  For that reason, First Baptist Academy follows a strict eligibility policy to ensure a strong academic base for all of our student-athletes.

All student grades will be checked every Monday for any class average below 70.  Any athlete with an average of 69 or below in any class will be academically ineligible for the following week.  During the period of ineligibility, the athlete may continue to practice with the team, however, they may not participate in any games or competitions. Ineligible students are required to sit with the team dressed in their chapel uniforms.  If on the following Monday, the student has brought their average back up to 70 or above in all classes they will be allowed to play with the team.  If the athlete still has any grade in any class below a 70, they will remain on academic probation for the next week.  If any athlete remains on academic probation for three consecutive weeks then they will be removed from that team for the remainder of the season.  An athlete must have passing averages (70 or above) for all 9-week grades.  If a student fails the nine weeks in any subject, he/she will be ineligible for the next two weeks.

GRACE WEEK:  Once each year, a student who is ineligible may be given grace. This means that if any given week the student is ineligible to participate, he/she may ask for grace and be able to participate in any competitions that week. This will be extended to a student-athlete only once.

7. Practice / Game Participation

Participation in all practices and competitions is expected and required from all athletes. Each athlete is allowed three excused absences per season.  The athlete or parent/guardian must call the coach ahead of time for the absence to be excused.  Even then, the absence will only be excused if it is deemed to be for a legitimate reason such as an illness or family emergency.  After the third excused absence, the coach will meet with the athletic director to discuss what, if any, punishment needs to be enforced.  If you miss a practice and it is unexcused, you will not play in the next game.  An unexcused absence from a game, may result in removal from the team.

8. School Attendance on Game Day

Athletes must be in school for at least half of the school day in order to be eligible to participate in athletic competition that same day.  Missing more than half a day for doctor’s appointments, family days, or any other non-school sponsored event is not considered excused and will cause the athlete to miss any athletic event that same day.

9. Handling Disputes

If any parent or athlete has a concern over an issue, they have a Biblical responsibility to go the person(s) that they have the concern about or with.  It is our desire that any problems can then be cleared up and those involved can move on.  If however, this does not resolve the issue, then and only then, should the issue be brought to the attention of another person.  The level of authority at First Baptist Academy is as follows:

1. Coach

2. Athletic Director

3. Administrator

4. School Committee

10. Lettering / Individual honors

HIGH SCHOOL ONLY

To “letter” in a sport means to have participated at a significant level on the varsity team.  Simply being on a varsity team does not assure an athlete of lettering in that sport.  Lettering requirements are determined differently from sport to sport and are set by the coach and athletic director.

11. Athletic Fees

Athletic fees are required to help pay a portion of the cost of equipment, uniforms, referees, and other expenses of the athletic department.   Athletic fees are done on a per sport basis and must be paid prior to the first game of each season.

Spirit Squad

         $50

Middle School sports           $60

JV sports                              $80

Varsity sports                       $80

Facility Fees                         $75 – MS volleyball      $100- HS Volleyball

                                             $100 – HS basketball boys and non-volleyball girls

                                             $75- HS basketball girls who played volleyball

12. Sports Physicals

All athletes are required to have a sports physical at the beginning of each school year.  

13. Uniforms 

All athletes will be issued a uniform.  This uniform is property of First Baptist Academy, with the exception of the Spirit Squad uniform, which the student participant will own/keep.  It should not be worn at any time other than the games/competitions for which it was issued.  If it is lost or returned in bad repair, the athlete will be charged $50 so that it may be replaced.  

All athletes will wear their PE uniform to every practice.  When a coach allows free dress, volleyball girls are not allowed to wear “spanks” or spandex type shorts.

14. Travel

When playing at the high school level, travel will be required.   There will be games that require one to two nights away from home.  The athletic director will make all travel arrangements and inform athletes of extra fees involved (hotel charges, meals, etc.)

